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Aim: Was the Cold War inevitable? 
DAY ONE 

Aim: How did 1945 represent the end of one war and the start of a new era of conflict? 
Dropping the Atomic Bombs on Japan 

Directions: Read the secondary source text and answer the related questions. 




"On the morning of 6 August 1945 an American B-29 bomber dropped the first 
atomic bomb used in warfare on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 

Hiroshima was chosen because it had not been targeted during the US Air Force's 
conventional bombing raids on Japan, and was therefore regarded as being a suitable place 
to test the effects of an atomic bomb. It was also an important military base. The Allies 
feared that any conventional attempt to invade the Japanese home islands would result in 
enormous casualties, and the bomb was seen as a way of bringing the war against Japan to 
a swift conclusion... 

On the morning of 9 August, the Americans dropped a second, bigger atomic 
bomb. . . . the bomb was dropped on nearby Nagasaki, an important port. About 40,000 
people were killed instantly and a third of the city was destroyed. The final death toll for 
the second bombwas calculated as at least 50,000. . . 

On 14 August, Japan agreed to the Allies' terms of surrender. 



1) Why did the Allies fear any conventional attempt to invade the Japanese islands? 



2) When were the two atomic bombs dropped and on what cities? 



Atomic Bombs: The Harm of Radiation 



Directions: View the following picture and read the account of the affects of radiation. 




Most persons close to ground zero who received high radiation dosages died immediately or 
during the first day. One-third of all fatalities occurred by the 4th day; two-thirds by the 10th 
day; and 90% by the end of three weeks. 

Injury Phases 

1. First two weeks: mainly burns from rays and flames, and wounds (trauma) from blast 
and falling structures. 

2. 3rd week through 8th week: symptoms of damages by radioactive rays, e.g., loss of 
hair, anemia, loss of white cells, bleeding, diarrhea. Approximately 10% of cases in 
this group were fatal. 

3. 3rd and 4th months: "some improvement" in burn, trauma, and even radiation 
injuries. But then came "secondary injuries" of disfiguration, severe scar formations 
(keloids), blood abnormalities, sterility (both sexes), and psychosomatic disorders. 

4. Even now, after over half a century later, many aftereffects remain: leukemia, A- 
bomb cataracts, and cancers of thyroid, breast, lungs, salivary glands, birth defects, 
including mental retardation, and fears of birth defects in their children, plus, of 
course, the disfiguring keloid scars. 



1) Who was the target in these bombings? 



2) What were some of the effects of the atomic bomb on the people of Hiroshima? 



Critical-Thinking: Write About It 



Directions: Read the following prompts and respond, using the knowledge you gained from the 
sources. 

1) How was the atomic bomb different than bombs in previous wars? Think about the 
amount of destruction, the people the bombs targeted, and the after-effects of the bomb. 



The Bomb Sends a Message to the World 

Directions: View the following documentary clip about the atomic bomb and the Cold War. 
Answer the questions below. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=macaR0ZsxO0 

1) How did the United States view its place in the world after it acquired the atomic 
bomb?- 



2) When the United States dropped the atomic bombs on Japan, what were they really 
saying to the Soviet Union? 



DAY TWO 

Aim: How did the Cold War emerge from the end of World War II? 



The Cold War: An Overview 

Directions: Read the secondary source text and primary source image and answer the related 
questions. 




1) What historical figure do you see in this political cartoon? 



2) What does his shadow represent? 



"The Cold War (September 2, 1945 - December 25, 1991) was the ideological conflict between the 
United States and its NATO allies - loosely described as the West - and the former Soviet Union and 
its Warsaw Pact allies - loosely described as the Eastern Bloc. A full-scale "east versus west" war 
never actually broke out, hence the metaphor of a "cold" war, rather than a "hot" shooting war. 
Instead, the conflict was fought on economic, philosophic, cultural, social, and political levels. It 
continued from the end of World War II until the breakup of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s. 
Except for the Korean War, Vietnam War and the conflict in Afghanistan, the aggression between 
those two parts of the world never shaped in an armed conflict, but was conducted through smaller 
countries and through spies and traitors which were working undercover. . . 

Beyond the actual fighting and killing that went on through intelligence services, the Cold War was 
about nuclear weapons and the wars which could be fought with them. The two superpowers were 
involved in an "arms race," in which each nation tried to manufacture and hold the most nuclear 
weapons. Finally, a propaganda war ensued between the United States and the USSR." 
- Excerpt adapted from ucc.edu 



Questions: 

1) What was the Cold War? 



2) When did the Cold War occur? 



3) Why was it called the "Cold War"? 



4) Why did the Cold War result in an "arms race"? 



The Start of the Cold War: The Marshall Plan 



Directions: Read the secondary source text and primary source image and answer the related 
questions. 




After the Second World War, the United States and the Soviet Union were the 
only militarily strong nations. As a result, these nations became the world's 
superpowers. However, these nations differed greatly in terms of ideology. The United 
States supported democracy and free markets, while the Soviets advocated central 
planning or a command economy. The Soviet Union wanted to spread communism to 
other nations while the United States was committed to containing or preventing 
communism from spreading. . . . 

To combat the spread of communism and to address the "Iron Curtain" that had 
descended upon Eastern Europe between communist and democratic nations, the 
United States created the Marshall Plan, a plan to provide economic aid to all nations of 
Europe. The Soviets and their satellite nations refused this aid. 



Questions: 

1) What did the Soviets want during the Cold War? 



2) Define the American policy of containment. 



3) What was the "Iron Curtain"? 



4) What was the Marshall Plan? 



5) How did the Marshall Plan help to stop the spread of communism? 



The Cold War Becomes a Confrontation of Wills: The Berlin Airlift 



Directions: Read the secondary source text and primary source image. Draw an illustration of the 
situation in Berlin in 1945 and answer the questions below. 

"On 8 May, 1945, Germany surrendered to the Allies. The Allies took control of 
the country 15 days later. . .Using the borders of former German administrative districts; 
the Commission divided the country into American, British, French, and Soviet-occupied 
sectors. 

The Berlin Airlift took place from 24 June, 1948, to 12 May, 1949. It was a 
response by the Western Allies to the blockade on West Berlin by the USSR. The Soviets 
sealed off all rail, road and canal routes, upon which the city depended for food and fuel 
deliveries from the sectors occupied by the Western Allies. The Soviets also cut off power 
deliveries from the generating plants in the sector they occupied, which West Berlin relied 
on for most of its electricity. . . 

However, the Soviets overlooked the possibility that West Berlin could be supplied 
by air... 

By the spring of 1949, it was obvious that the Berlin Blockade had failed." - 
Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk 




In this box, draw a map of Germany as it was 
divided in 1945. Be sure to include Berlin. 



Questions: 

1) What happened to Germany after the Second World War? 



2) How did the location of West Berlin allow the Soviets to blockade West Berlin? 



3) How did this blockade hurt the West Berliners? 



4) What was the Berlin Airlift? 



5) Why did the Berlin Blockade fail? 



Critical Thinking: Do you think that the Berlin Airlift brought the US and the 
USSR closer together, or strained their relationship? Why? 



DAYS THREE - SIX 



Timeline Project 

Aim: How did the events in the second half of the 20 th century shape the Cold War? 

Research the Events from Your Timeline 

Directions: 

1. Pair up with your partner. One person should get a textbook and the other person should 
get a laptop. Sit down and move your desks together. 

2. During this portion of the project, each of you will be filling out all parts of your attached 
timelines using information you find together. 

3. You may find information from 2 sources: 

o The World History textbook 
o Reliable Internet sources 

***You have 2 class days to complete this 15-event timeline. 

Create an 8-Slide PowerPoint Presentation 

Directions: 

1. Look at your completed timelines. There are 4 different eras of the Cold War: 1950s, 
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s-90s. Each pair will choose 1 event from each era (4 in total) 
that you believe to be the most important ones in the Cold War. 

2. Each pair will use those four events to complete the PowerPoint template provided for 
you. You also must find an appropriate picture to go along with each event. The four 
events and four pictures will make up the eight slides. ALL SLIDES MUST BE 
COMPLETED IN ORDER TO GET CREDIT FOR THIS PROJECT. 

3. You may find photographs from reliable internet sources. 

***You will have 2 days to complete this 8-slide PowerPoint Presentation. 



FIRST ERA: 1950s 



Year(s): 




Korean War 


Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 








Year(s): 




Hungarian Uprising 


Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 








Year(s): 




Suez Canal Crisis 


Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









Year(s): Launch of Sputnik 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









SECOND ERA: 1960s 



Year(s): Construction of the Berlin Wall 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 








Year(s): Cuban Missile Crisis 


Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









Year(s): 




Vietnam War 


Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 








Year(s): 




Prague Spring 


Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









THIRD ERA: 1970s 



Year(s): President Nixon Visits China 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









Year(s): Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









Year(s): Soviets Invade Afghanistan 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 








Year(s): 


FOURTH ERA: 1980s and 1990s 


Polish Solidaritv 


Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









Year(s): Glasnost/Perestroika 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









Year(s): Fall of the Berlin Wall 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









Year(s): Collapse of the USSR 



Major Players 
(People, groups, 
or nations) 


What Happened? 


Why was this event important in 
the Cold War? 









FINAL DAY 

Aim: How do we determine the most important events of the Cold War? 
Activities To Be Announced 



